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You may have come here today thinking that Easter is all about spring flowers, bunny rabbits, colored eggs and baskets filled with chocolate candies. These items come along with our cultural observance, but they’re not what Easter is all about.
You might say that Easter is about Jesus rising from the dead, so this day is about Jesus. That’s true, but it’s not the major point of this day. 
What’s the point of Easter? The point of Easter is you and me! Christ is risen, yes. But the point of the resurrection is that you too can be brought back to life. You too can be made alive again. The truth of this day is: Life begins at Easter! As we heard at the Walltown sunrise service this morning: "In the face of death, our God always brings life."
The earliest Christians wanted one thing from Jesus—life, fullness of life. In her study of the early church, Margaret Miles at Harvard has written that the key prayer the first Christians prayed was: "God, remove the deadness from our lives. Make us truly alive." 
Easter is the answer to that prayer. Jesus lives again. Why? So that we might live again. That’s why Easter is about you, not Jesus. That’s why Easter is about life, not death. That’s why Easter is about now, not the future. (from Peter Gomes) 
What if you and I had the chance to start over? Who among us wouldn’t like to get a second chance at life? Who among us wouldn’t like to have a second edition of our life to improve upon the first edition? A second opportunity to make something of our life? 
All of us have times when we may think that our life has run down to daily drudgery, flat routine, humdrum ordinariness. Haven’t we all heard people say, "I’m just trying to get through this day. I’m trying to survive." There are times when our life feels like a gasping struggle for air. But Easter gives us a new hope, a new life. Easter tells us that we too can start over. We’ve been given a second chance. We too can live a resurrected life.
A few years ago Peter Gomes came to Duke Chapel and preached on this theme. In that sermon he invoked the name of one of his favorite Easter theologians—the inimitable actress Mae West, known for her friendly relationships with men. Mae West said, "It’s not the men in my life, but the life in my men." Gomes said, "Mae West got it! She got the Easter message." 
Jesus said, "I want you to have fullness of life, abundant life. I want you to LIVE before you die. I want you to live in the fullness of the new, resurrected life." He doesn’t mean more money or material possessions or dysfunctional relationships. He wants us to know the richness and power of living that so far may have escaped us or eluded us. 
Today the Good News is that God wants to give us a resurrected life, a new surge of life, a new beginning. If you have been nursing a sullen spirit, if you have been wallowing in a pity party, if your tank is running on empty, if you’ve been stuck in regrets over the past, if you’ve been cultivating an ill humor, listen up! The message of Easter is that your life is just now beginning. You can be made fully alive. Life begins at Easter—today!.
This is the central word that has jumped out at me this year: TODAY. Did you notice the hymn we sang earlier: "Christ the Lord is risen TODAY."
There is another line in the same hymn that says, "Made like him, like 
him WE rise. Alleluia!
Our job is to wake up! To all of us who are tired and weary, wake up! Jesus wants us to walk out into the sunlight and claim the new life that is given to us. Our job is to awaken to the Good News: You have today been given a new life—abundant life.
When you receive this new life, you can’t help but share it with others—pass it on to all those we meet.
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